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CHAPTER 3. (POLITICAL PARTIES) (BASED ON NCERT PATTERN)

Components of a political party are:

e The leaders,
e active members and
o the followers.

Partisanship:
A partisan is a person who is strongly committed to a party, group or faction. As parties
(political) are about a part of the society, they involve ‘partisanship’.

Role of an opposition party:
Opposition parties mobilize opposition to the government. It puts forward its own views in
Parliament and criticizes the government for its failures. By doing this, it keeps a check on the

ruling party.

Source of inspiration of Bharatiya Janata Party:

The source of inspiration of Bharatiya Janata Party is the ancient Indian culture and values.
Cultural nationalism (Hindutva) is an important element in its conception of Indian nationhood
and politics.

Source of inspiration of Bahujan Samaj Party:

The Bahujan Samaj Party draws inspiration from the ideas and teachings of Sahu Maharaj,
Mahatma Phule, Periyar Ramaswami Naicker and Babasaheb Ambedkar. It stands for the
interest and welfare of the dalits and other oppressed people.

Ideology of Indian National Congress:

Under the leadership of Jawaharlal Nehru, the Indian National Congress sought to build
a modem secular democratic republic in India. The party propagates secularism and
welfare of the weaker sections and minorities of society. It supports new economic
reforms but with a human face.



